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Hearsay, the e-newsletter of the 

Genesee County Probate and 

Circuit Courts started in Octo-

ber 2014. The genesis for the 

endeavor was a recognition 

that other newsletters were 

being published around the 

county and other courts around 

the state. It seemed like a good 

idea.  

 

A small committee was estab-

lished and the mission dis-

cussed.  It was universally 

agreed that the newsletter 

should be informative about 

the courts, emphasizing both 

the history of the Courthouse 

Square and at the same time 

highlighting the court of the 

future. There would be a stand-

ing article by the Chief Judge, 

a new employee spotlight, a 

local events page, court briefs 

for short notes of importance or 

particular recognition and a 

court administrator corner.  

 

With a total distribution of 

over 1000 recipients, the com-

mitment has always been to be 

informative to a broad range of 

readers who take the time to 

read the newsletter.  

Second, it would be an e-

newsletter, not distributed in 

hard copy format. 

 

Lastly, all editions, must be 

published on time. It is with a 

great deal of satisfaction that I 

am able to report that all edi-

tions since 2014 have been pub-

lished on time.   

 

The newsletter committee was 

first tasked with naming the 

publication.  A call for titles 

was put out to court staff, with 

anonymous submissions re-

quested.  There were many sug-

gestions, but Hearsay won the 

vote.  A perfect title for a court 

publication comprised of infor-

mation from a variety of 

sources.  Over the years, many 

other courts have compliment-

ed us on the name. 

 

This edition features a retro-

spective on the various mast-

heads that have been used, of-

ten designed by David Combs, 

Court IT Director, and former 

employee, Fredericka Savage. 

   

There is also a compilation of 

articles that are representative 

of the quality of content that 

was always the goal. Every 

effort was undertaken to be 

informative, not trivial.  All of 

the court staff who have served 

on the Hearsay Committee are 

appreciated. 

 

A list of the committee mem-

bers, past and present, are in-

cluded here: 

 

Jim Bauer 

Brandi Bohn 

David Combs 

Rob Gifford 

Cindy Grossbauer 

Holly Haynes (Ostrom)  

Rhonda Ihm 

Tony McDowell 

Diane Melton 

Barbara Menear 

Sam Olson 

Janet Patsy 

Fredricka Savage 

Jennifer Strauel 

Christine Vliet 

Angie Westfall 

Tricia Wright 

We hope that you enjoy this 

edition. 
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There have been 3 Chief Judges 
since Hearsay started public-
tion, Judge Richard B. Yuille, 
Judge Duncan M. Beagle and 
Judge David J. Newblatt.  The 
“Chief Speaks” is a standing 
article included in each edition.   
 
Selections are provided below. 
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October 2015 Edition 

January 2022 Edition 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Hearsay-October-15-Final.pdf
https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hearsay-January-2022.pdf


April 2022 Edition 

January 2022 Edition (cont’d) 

P A G E  6  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Hearsay-April-2022.pdf
https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hearsay-January-2022.pdf


April 2023 Edition 

P A G E  7  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Hearsay-April-2023.pdf


 

The feature article was intended to be the highlight of each edition.  Hearsay 
published many informative feature articles over the years.  
 
A few are included below, along with other “inside 
the edition” articles of particular note. 
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July 2015 Edition 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Hearsay-JULY-2015-Final.pdf


July 2015 Edition (Cont’d) 

P A G E  9  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Hearsay-JULY-2015-Final.pdf


January 2019 Edition 

P A G E  1 0  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Hearsay-January-2019.pdf
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January 2019 Edition (cont’d) 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Hearsay-January-2019.pdf


April 2019 Edition 

P A G E  1 2  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Hearsay-April-19.pdf
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April 2019 Edition (cont’d) 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Hearsay-April-19.pdf


April 2020 Edition 

P A G E  1 4  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Hearsay-April-2020.pdf
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April 2020 Edition (cont’d) 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Hearsay-April-2020.pdf


April 2021 Edition 

P A G E  1 6  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Hearsay-April-2021.pdf
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April 2021 Edition (cont’d) 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Hearsay-April-2021.pdf


July 2017 Edition 

P A G E  1 8  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Hearsay-JULY-2017-004.pdf


July 2017 Edition (cont’d) 

P A G E  1 9  



July 2017 Edition (cont’d) 
P A G E  2 0  



July 2017 Edition (cont’d) 
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July 2017 Edition (cont’d) 
P A G E  2 2  



July 2017 Edition (cont’d) 
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July 2017 Edition (cont’d) 
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July 2017 Edition (cont’d) 
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April 2022 Edition 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Hearsay-April-2022.pdf


April 2022 Edition (cont’d) 

P A G E  2 7  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Hearsay-April-2022.pdf


P A G E  2 8  

January 2023 Edition 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Hearsay-January-2023.pdf


January 2024 Edition 

P A G E  2 9  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Hearsay-January-2024.pdf
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July 2024 Edition 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Hearsay-JULY-2024.pdf


October 2017 Edition 

P A G E  3 1  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Hearsay-October.pdf


P A G E  3 2  

January 2019 Edition 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Hearsay-January-2019.pdf


January 2022 Edition 

P A G E  3 3  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Hearsay-January-2022.pdf
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July 2023 Edition 

July 2023 Edition 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Hearsay-July-2023.pdf
https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Hearsay-July-2023.pdf


October 2023 Edition 

P A G E  3 5  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Hearsay-October-2023.pdf
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October 2023 Edition (cont’d) 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Hearsay-October-2023.pdf


April 2024 Edition 

P A G E  3 7  

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Hearsay-April-2024.pdf
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July 2024 Edition 

Judge Ariana E. Heath Judge Mark W. Latchana 

https://7thcircuitcourt.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Hearsay-JULY-2024.pdf


Read All About It 
 

Hearsay is now available on the Circuit Court website www.7thCircuitCourt.com/hearsay-newsletter 

We want to hear from you! Send us an email letting us know what you would like to see in the news-

letter and feedback on the current edition.  You can also submit ideas and information about activi-

ty in your department.      hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com   
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GCBA Mock Trial Competitions 
Judge B. Chris Christenson and Judge Elizabeth A. 

Kelly (below) presiding. 
 

Judge Christenson also participated in the  
Genesee County Bring Your Child to Work Day 

2024.  

Judge B. Chris Christenson 

http://www.7thcircuitcourt.com/hearsay-newsletter
mailto:hearsay@7thcircuitcourt.com

